Downpatrick Celtic History: July 1990 – June 2001
Downpatrick Celtic’s first year saw them enter the Newcastle League in Division two, their first ever game was against Maghera in Dunleath. Under joint managers Pat ‘Skipper’ McMullan and Brian Savage Downpatrick Celtic earned a credible draw with the goals coming from Kevin Torney and Paul ‘Buster’ Fitzsimons.
The first ever league team was: 1) Paul Close 2) Paul Fitzsimons 3) Sean Morrison 4) Gerry McStay 5) Joe Lyttle 6) Bobby Milligan 7) Damien Bell 8) Kevin Torney 9) Paul Evans 10) Harry Rice 11) Mark Quinn 12) Shea Quinn 14) Liam Craig
Celtic’s first full season in the league resulted in finishing the season as winners and promotion to Division 1 with Damien Bell picking up their first Player of the Year award. Life in Division 1 was an up and down season and saw Celtic finish a fifth in the league and reach their first major final – the Bobby Dalzell Cup. After an impressive semi-final win over Valley Rangers, winning by five goals to two (goal scorers – Paul Sharvin 2, Gavin McGreevy and Pascal Fitzpatrick) Celtic came up short in the final, losing two nil to Maghera.
That year also saw a second’s team formed and competing in Division 3, and with a late flurry of wins that season saw them surge to finish second in the league. A number of special guests attended the club’s annual presentation night in the Slaney Inn, Glasgow Celtics European cup winning members Bobby Murdock, Bertie Auld, Tommy Gemmil and John Hughes. Johnny Collins was the star performer that season running away with most of the major awards.
The 1992/93 season was a very successful season in Dwnpatrick Celtic’s history; between both teams they reached three cup finals, a quarter-final in the Junior Shield and improved on the previous years league standings. Having tasted defeat in the final the year before the first team were determined to go one step further in the Bobby Dalzell Cup. This year’s final saw them paired against Temple Rangers at Meadowvale in Drumaness on Boxing Day. Harry Rice was Celtic’s hero scoring the only goal of the game to reverse last season’s disappointment. The victorious team on this occasion was:
1) Tommy Loudon 2) Pascal Fitzpatrick 3) Marty Brady 4) John Collins (Capt) 5) Danny Carville 6) Seamus Fitzsimons 7) Harry Rice 8) Gavin McGreevy 9) Paul Evans 10) Victor Dagens 11) Kevin Torney 12) Tommy McGreevy 14) Kevin Donnelly
Downpatrick Celtic’s cup exploits didn’t finish at Christmas during the 92/93 season, they entered the Junior Shield and managed to reach the quarter-final. Celtic also reached the Harry Clarke Cup Final at Easter against Castlewellan but unfortunately they were on the wrong side of a two – nil score line. After finishing fifth in their first season in Division 1 Celtic improved on this position by finishing second to their Harry Clarke conquerors Castlewellan, the cup runs that season may have had an impact on their pursuit of a league title. Not to be outdone during the 92/93 season Downpatrick Celtic’s seconds won the Division 3 league title.
The 1993/94 season however was a bit of a transition period with the resignation of 1st team manager Pat ‘Skipper’ McMullan, his replacement Francie Perry introduced a more youthful looking squad. This transition had an impact on their overall performance that season which saw the first team fall to defeat in the early rounds of both the Bobby Dalzell & Harry Clarke Cups, their league form also suffered and they only finished 5th that season. The second team also suffered a poor season which saw them finish 4th in the league.
In 1994/95 Downpatrick Celtic had Paul Black as manager at the start of the season and Stephen Galbraith & Brian Quail as joint player managers come the end of the season. This changing of management seemed to have little effect on the team in cup competitions and saw them reach the semi-final of both cup competitions. Unfortunately the change in management couldn’t provide an improvement in their league position that season, Celtic finished 8th that season. The second’s team had to be pulled from the league this season due to a lack of playing staff.
The second’s team joined the Newcastle league again in the 1995/96 season after a season’s absence and had a great season which saw them Division 3 winners and beaten finalists in the Bignan Cup. The final was heartbreaking for the players, getting beat 5 – 3 on penalties by Ballynahinch Seconds after the game finished 1 all in extra time. The first had a relatively quiet year, they bowed out in the 2nd round and the quarterfinal stage of the Bobby Dalzell and Harry Clarke Cups respectively. The league campaign was very disappointing, they only managed to finish 9th.
The 1996/97 season saw the return of Pat ‘Skipper’ McMullan to manage the first team, Skipper’s return appeared to be the perfect tonic for success particularly in this season’s cup competitions. The 1st team reached the quarter final of the Bobby Dalzell cup, this cup run seemed to ignite the team’s appetite for success, league performances improved and another cup run in the Harry Clarke cup was on the horizon. This seasons run in the Harry Clarke cup saw the team reach the final against Castlewellan but proved to be heartbreaking for all involved. Castlewellan won this tie thanks to a penalty shoot out in the replay after the first game finished all square in extra time. Both games finished 1 all, Pat Perry scored Celtic’s goal in the first match and Neil Green scored their goal in the replay and to add to the disappointment Downpatrick Celtic had taken the lead in both games. The squad for both games was:
1) TP Loudon 2) A Reid 3) JP Burke 4) M Graham 5) M Brady 6) H McGrath 7) J McMahon 8) D Carville 9) N Green 10) S Cahir 11) P Perry 12) P Cromie 14) H Curran 15) C Watson – In the replay Colly Watson replaced Hugh McGrath in the starting line up.
In 1998/99 season the first team struggled to make any progress in any of the competitions which saw Player Manager Paul Moore’s team bow out of the Bobby Dalzell Cup in the 1st round and the quarter final stage of the Harry Clarke Cup. The league competition showed some improvement from the previous year with the 1st team climbing five places to finish 5th overall. Under the guidance of Paul Clarke the second team finished fourth in the league and lost out to local rivals Strangford seconds in the Purdy Cup semi-final 3 – 2 after extra time, the goal scorers were Marty Brady and Peter McCartan.
The 1999/2000 season proved to be Celtic’s penultimate season before they amalgamated with local rival Downshire Hospitals to form the new club Downpatrick FC. Under the guidance of John Fitzsimmons the first team set about improving on last years performances and in the Bobby Dalzell cup they managed to do that by reaching the quarter final stage. The second’s team put in some early sterling performances particularly in the Purdy Cup which eventually saw them reach the final at Christmas. The seconds finished 4th in the league and unfortunately they tasted defeat against Castlewellan seconds, going down to a score of 1 – nil. The unlucky team that day which played over 75 minutes with only ten men was:
1) B Hagan 2) P Sharvin 3) M Graham 4) S McManus 5) S Love 6) T Finney 7) B McDowell 8) P Fitzpatrick 9) P McCartan 10) P Kelly 11) M McGarry 12) M Murphy 14) G O’Gormley 15) N Obank
The first team were always playing catch up in the league due to their successful runs in the cups which meant they struggled to make any impact on the league leaders and only finished 5th. Celtic entered the Junior Shield this season only to be defeated in the third round by local neighbours Portaferry. Reaching the Harry Clarke Cup Final was the highlight of John Fitzsimons season, were they played Annalong. This final will always be remembered as the ‘Terry McCarthy’ final with the big striker bagging himself an impressive four goals and setting up midfielder Henry ‘Hanky’ Curran as the ran out easy winners 5 - 1. The winning team was:
1) N Fitzsimons 2) I Kearney 3) A Reid 4) S Cahir 5) P Moore 6) M Hannity 7) J McMahon 8) P Perry 9) T McCarthy 10) JP Burke 11) H Curran 12) D McCartan 14) D Tumelty 15) P Telford
At one stage of the 2000/2001 season the first team were on course for the treble which would have been fitting for their last season before amalgamating with local neighbours Downshire Hospital but due to circumstances beyond their control the league campaign wasn’t completed. However this eventful season started with an away fixture in the first round of the Junior Shield away to Upperlands. The game finished 2 – 2 after extra time with the goals coming from Marty McGarry and Jordan Fitzsimons. An epic penalty shootout ended in disappointment for the hoops going down by an incredible 19 penalties to 18. The first team reached the final of the Bobby Dalzell Cup in December 2000; their opponents in the final would be Portaferry Rovers.
The final months of the season were clouded with uncertainty due to the outbreak of ‘foot and mouth’ disease, the local Council were reluctant to open their pitches meaning the prospect of the league programme not being completed. This unfortunately forced the Newcastle League’s hand and they cancelled all league games for the remainder of the season. This decision was pretty cruel on both teams at the club with the seconds only needing one point to secure the title and the firsts sitting in 4th position with games in hand on the leaders. The firsts reached their second cup final of the season, the Harry Clarke Cup. Keen to hold onto the trophy they won twelve months previous they were to meet Valley Rangers in the Easter Final. Both teams were made to wait and a one point it looked as if the cup final wouldn’t even take place. The final eventually went ahead on the 5th May but unfortunately it wouldn’t be Celtic’s day, Valley Rangers ran out 2 – 0 winners. The team that played in that final and what eventually would turn out to be the last ever Downpatrick Celtic team was:
1) S Stratton 2) A Reid 3) M Ranaghan 4) P Moore 5) M Hannity 6) H Curran 7) J McMahon 8) J Clarke 9) T McCarthy 10) L Gibney 11) D McCartan 12) S McMahon 14) D Smyth 15) JP Burke.
In June of that year all Downpatrick Celtic members voted unanimously in favour of amalgamating with neighbours Downshire Hospitals at their AGM and play under the name Downpatrick FC.

